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Meeting Minutes Of The Bomberos Scholarship Committee for January 18, 2006

The meeting of the Scholarship Committee members of the Los Angeles County Bomberos Association was called to order by Tony Durán at 10:10 a.m. at the LACo FD Headquarters/Klinger building, room 173, conference room.
The following members were present:

Belén Duarte


Tony Durán - recorder
No prior minutes were available for review.
Old Business:

Scholarship Process

· Discussion was held regarding the suggested approaches to the award of scholarships for deserving young men and women trying to enter and complete a fire academy.
· Prior discussions, phone calls and email messages with José Rodriguez, Richard Duarte, Ben Hernandez, Alex Soltero and Nancy Ramos were brought into the discussion.  The following is a summary of these discussions.

· Rather than attempt to qualify, administer and select candidates from a list of deserving individuals, Ben Hernandez suggested that we select a deserving graduate of an academy.  The scholarship providing a rebate of all or a portion of the costs incurred by the individual student during the academy.  Award to be given at the graduation ceremonies.
· This provides the benefit of ensuring the money expended by the Association is well spent and allows flexibility in determining how many scholarships the association can afford to award during a given period of time (quarterly/ annually).  This also reduces the selection process the association must endure and, in essence, pre-qualifies the potential candidates for the Association.

· One major drawback, brought up by Belén, is that it does not assist those individuals who wish to attend an academy but do not have the funds to pay for the costs up front, thus, excluding these individuals from even attempting to enter the academy in the first place.  Our discussion determined that we would table this concern at this time to be readdressed when it was judged, by the Executive Board and membership, that the Association was sufficiently funded to absorb such an up front cost.

· One possible solution, as an aside, was another suggestion from Ben that we look at sponsoring individuals in the Rio Hondo Wildland Fire Fighting and EMT academies.
· Both these academies are shorter and less expensive.

· Wildland Fire Academy = ~$350 per class per person
· EMT Course = ~$260 per class per person

· An additional benefit is the promise of employment upon graduation from each of these academies.

· USFS often hires from graduates of the Wildland Fire Academy with an immediate stipend of $800 upon graduation.

· Local ambulance companies often hire from graduates of the EMT course.

· Develop selection criteria to choose among the group of graduating students.  

El Camino Fire Academy Award
· Belén asked, “How we were going to award the scholarship to Mr. Todd Fischer to attend the El Camino College Fire Academy?”  Were we going to give the amount to the individual or to the school directly?





New Business:

Funding of Scholarship Program

· Belén stated she was not interested in car washes and other of the same sorts of fund raising endeavors.  They are a lot of work and generate little results.
· Belén did offer to be a part of a letter-writing campaign to ask for funding from corporate sponsors.
· The Association should prepare a presentation in case any of the solicited companies ask for one describing our Association, our goals, history, prior accomplishments, etc.
· Belén has a sample from another organization which can be used as a template.

· One requirement is for the Association to create a Mission Statement and, perhaps, even a Vision Statement with Goals.

· The presentation should outline how the corporate money will be spent.

· A given goal amount could fund (via interest) a perpetual scholarship award.

All items are open pending discussion of a quorum of the membership and approval by the Executive Board.
11:10 a.m. Meeting Adjourned
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