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Meeting Minutes for March 7, 2007

The meeting of the board of directors and members of the Los Angeles County Bomberos Association was called to order by Ben Hernandez at 0951 hours at the F & A Federal Credit Union, Monterey Park, CA.

The following Advisory, Officers, Directors and guests were present:

Ben Hernandez – President, 
Rudy Guerrero – 2nd V.P.,
Tony Durán – Sec’y/recorder
 
Joe Westrup – Treasurer,

Frank Reynoso – member,
Rosemary Vivero – member

Carlos Palomino – member
Isis Olachea – member,
Olivia Ortiz - member

Absent/Excused from meeting:   
Juan Gonzalez – 1st V.P.
Minutes:


· October minutes submitted for approval.
President’s Report:
· Ben reported that Juan Gonzalez, 1st V.P. has made any communication with any Board member for several months.  Current status is unknown.  
· Association by-laws allow for the replacement of any board member who is unable to fulfill the duties of their office.
· A special meeting was held to fill a current vacancy.

· Current secretary, Tony Duran was nominated for the position of 1st V.P. and member, Rosemary Vivero was nominated for Secretary to fill the vacancy left by Tony should he be appointed to the 1st V.P. position.

· Motion made by Frank Reynoso; second by Rudy Guerrero; passed by membership in attendance.

· Tony and Rosemary accepted new positions to begin following today’s meeting.

1st VP Report:
None
2nd VP Report:
Reported the need for a new inventory of turnout clothing inside bin at FS 166.  Many items have been added haphazardly.
Treasurer’s Report:

Account Balances:




S1 - $21,451.95





S8.1 - $1,347.95





Events - $5,955.08





Scholarship - $58.12





Disaster Relief - $1,474.87

Paid out $500.00 for scholarship to Jason Williams and $500 for Argentina Relief to Anthony Lindheimer.  No other major purchases made in the last month.
Secretary’s Report:

· None
Old Business:

· Newsletter
· Format altered slightly to allow for easy mailing.  Rosemary to make mailing labels

· Ben will be seeking a meeting with DC Osby to obtain approval to send newsletter to ALLSITES via Department email system.

· Releases for meeting

· Ben will be meeting with DC Osby to obtain regular releases for Board members to attend monthly meetings.

· Argentina Relief Project – 

· Donation to this project still outstanding

· Check written to Anthony Lindheimer in the approved amount of $500

· Given to 2V.P. Rudy Guerrero for delivery

· Golf Tournament – Need volunteers to help cook

· April 6th – Southwest Voter Registration Project, California Country Club

· May 6th – Metro Chief’s Conference  at FS 51

· Annual Bomberos Awards Banquet

· Tony asked if we were planning for our second banquet

· Ben asked if the association was willing to work on this project, perhaps on a simpler scale (luncheon maybe).

· Date TBA

New Business:

· Summer Family Fiesta- Bonelli Regional Park, San Dimas
· Request an initial budget of $1000 – park fee of $400, attempt to waive this fee.

· Committee co-chaired by Rosemary Vivero and Mario Cabrales

· Tentative date: Aug 25th or Aug 18th, 2007

· Proposed events: Show and Shine, hula hoop contest, 3-legged race, face painting, etc.
· Motion to approve $1,000 budget for event made by Ben, Second – Joe Westrup to be paid out of Events fund.

· Explorer Banquet – March 24th
· Ben Hernandez and Tony Duran will be attending to represent the Bomberos Association.
· Proposed the award of three scholarships to the Explorer program.

· Frank recommended reducing the award amount to $250.00 thus being able to offer more scholarships.

· Rudy recommended setting an annual budget for scholarships.

· Ben suggested that the annual budget should be determined by the current year’s fund-raising income.  The year’s amount will be decided during the December meeting for the following year.

· Motion – to budget $1500 for scholarships for the year 2007 made by Rudy Guerrero, seconded by Frank Reynoso. And approved by the attending membership.

· Meeting with David Vela – ELA Deputy to Gloria Molina

· Discussed an Inner City Teen Day Out

· Local teens would be taken to a local University for a tour of the campus and speak with a University representative.

· Followed by a trip to Manhattan Beach for an orientation to the Jr. Lifeguard Program

· Jr. Lifeguard Program has an outreach that will provide transportation at central locations from the inner and inland cities to allow participation by all youths.

· Transportation for this day would be provided by Supervisor Molina’s office.

· Details to follow.

· Proposed Skateboard Park

· Association asked to donate skateboards to be awarded at grand opening of park, date to TBA
· Rosemary suggested that along with, or instead of, skateboards, the association provide the safety gear needed to use the boards inside the park.

· Further discussion tables until further information is obtained from the city.

· City of Lynwood – Request from sister city Jalpa, Jalisco, Mexico
· 14 members with a volunteer fire department

· Requesting assistance in the form of turnouts, Stokes basket, Amkus tool, etc.

· Councilwoman Maria Santillan is point of contact

· Delegation from Jalisco will visit Lynwood on March 20th
· Side note-

· Tony asked if anyone has looked into the old turnouts that will be replaced upon the issuance of the new turnouts beginning the end of this month.
· Ben reported the LACo FD Warehouse cannot release any turnouts for distribution across the borders due health and safety, liability and Homeland Defense/Security issues.

· Donated turnouts made by individuals from other local departments will be stored for distribution.

· Former member Gabriel Barrajas
· Reports have been made to the association Board that Gabriel was making slurring remarks about the operation of the association; political support of a local Councilperson in the name of the Association, and taking Department time to host a sister city from Mexico as a representative of the Association without knowledge or approval of the Association Board.
· Joe Westrup brought these issues to Gabriel in a private conversation.  Joe reported that Gabriel was surprised at the accusations and denied the level of allegations.

· Gabriel wanted to attend today’s meeting to address these allegations with the Board and general membership but was unable to leave his work post.

· Gabriel stated he had made comments about the stagnancy of the Board and lack of the association’s progress but they were made in a conversational tone and was not intended as an offense to the Board members or the association.

· Gabriel denied the political support in the name of the association.  He stated he was only involved with the councilmember as a personal friend.
· There was no clarification as to the third allegation

· Ben proposed a letter be written to Gabriel Barrajas from the Association Board of Directors reminding him that, as a non-profit organization, the Los Angeles County Bomberos Association is precluded from lending support or endorsement to any political candidate or cause.  Any activity representing the Association must be approved by the Association’s Board of Directors.
· A meeting with Gabriel and the Board will be set for March 28th to settle these allegations.

· Spanish language C.E.R.T. training

· Frank Reynoso has been one of the instructors providing this training in the Florence/Firestone (FS 16) area.

· Tentative graduation date: Apr 5th with 30 students

· Rosemary suggested the Association donate a first aid kit for each graduating member.  Tabled until further details are obtained.

· Proposed Training trip to Guadalajara, Mexico

· Sister cities of South El Monte, Lynwood and Inglewood have requested training of their personnel

· The city of Guadalajara identified as a central location for the above and several other cities to offer the opportunity to take part in the proposed training.

· Mr. David Baltazar, HHM, has offered to give a HM-FRO training in Spanish.
· FF Trainee Recruitment

· Captain Anderson Mackey, Recruitment Section, has requested assistance of the Bomberos Association in various recruitment efforts

· Tony reminded the members that he still has a program to help prepare potential candidates

Roundtable:
· None
Motion to Adjourn: 
· Meeting adjourned at 1136 hours  Motion: Rudy; second - Frank
· Next meeting April 4th, 0930 hours at F&A FCU meeting room, second floor.
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